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It was, perhaps, not yet certain, that this account was
true; but the information, however faithful, was too late
for prevention. It was easily known, that a fleet de-
spatched in May, had, before August, succeeded or mis-
carried.

H October, captain Maltby came to England, and gave
the account which I have now epitomised, of his expulsion
from Falkland's islands.

From this moment, the whole nation can witness, that
no time was lost. The navy was surveyed, the ships re-
fitted, and commanders appointed; and a powerful fleet
was assembled, well manned and well stored, with expedi-
tion, after so long a peace, perhaps, never known before,
and with vigour, which, after the waste of so long a war,
scarcely any other nation had been capable of exerting.

This preparation, so illustrious in the eyes of Europe,
and so efficacious in its event, was obstructed by the utmost
power of that noisy faction, which has too long filled the
kingdom, sometimes with the roar of empty menacet and
sometimes with the yell of hypocritical lamentation. Every
man saw, and every honest man saw with detestation, that
they who desired to force their sovereign into war, endea-
voured, at the same time, to disable him from action.

The vigour and spirit of the ministry easily broke
through all the machinations of these pygmy rebels, and
our armament was quickly such as was likely to make our
negotiations effectual.

The prince of Masseran, in his first conference with the
English ministers on this occasion, owned that he had from
Madrid received intelligence, that the English had been
forcibly expelled from Falkland's island, by Buccarelli, the
governour of Buenos Ayres, without any particular orders
from the king of Spain. But being asked, whether, in his
master's name, he disavowed Buccarelli's violence, he re-
fused to answer, without direction.

The scene of negotiation was now removed to Madrid,
and, in September, Mr. Harris was directed to demand,
from Grimaldi, the Spanish minister, the restitution of